
Student Name: 

 

Summer Reading 2021-2022 

Mr. Johnson 

MCA 

 

Truth in Fiction 

Fiction is often described as “not true.” It is accurate to say that works of fiction are made up by 

the authors, but fiction can also point us to lasting truth in many ways. Each of the books 

suggested below can do just that. For your summer reading, you will choose one of the books 

below and complete the assignments. These are such great books; you may want to read them all 

and do the assignments on just one. For a better reading experience, convince two or three 

friends to choose the same book that you have chosen so you can read it together or talk about it 

over the summer. Have fun! 

 

Trouble by Gary Schmidt 

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary Schmidt 

Elephant Run by Roland Smith 

The Princess and the Goblin and The Princess and Curdie by George MacDonald  (count as one 

book) 

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 

 

 

 

To answer each of the questions below, cite evidence from the text to support your answer. 

Include a specific quote or quotes, and reference the page number on which it is found. 

 

 

While Reading: Answer the following questions in a complete and thoughtful paragraph. For 

the purpose of this assignment, a paragraph will count if it is at least four sentences in length. 

 

1. Read the first twenty pages of your book and then write a prediction about what you think 

might happen in the story. Pay attention to foreshadowing, conflict, and setting. 

 

2. What specific description or imagery does the author use to show us the beauty of the 

setting? 

 

3. In what specific ways does one of the main characters demonstrate courage in the midst 

of conflict? 

 

4. How does a main character in the book demonstrate respect and compassion toward 

those who are different from himself/herself? 



 

 

5. In a good book, a character grows and changes, just as we do in real life. Identify the 

points of conflict in this book during which the character changes and what the change 

looks like. 

 

6. While reading a great book, we grow and change as we read. How did this book change 

the way you think? What truth did you learn from this book that will help you to live your 

life well? 

 

 

 

After Reading: Answer the following questions in a complete and thoughtful paragraph. For the 

purpose of this assignment, a paragraph will count if it is at least four sentences in length. 

 

1. Write a review for this book. You can rate it out of five stars, ten stars, 100 pts, etc. 

Would you recommend this book to anyone? Why or why not?  

 

2. Complete a plot diagram for your book. Here are the steps: 

Exposition- 

Rising Action- 

Climax- 

Falling Action- 

Conclusion- 

 

 

You do not need to print off this page when you turn in your assignment on the first day of 

school. 

 

Creative Section-Choose two of these to complete. 

 

1. Create a new cover or book jacket for your selected book. The back of the cover/jacket 

should have a summary of the book. Summary should be at least 100 words. 

2. Write a journal entry from the POV of one of the characters in this book. Must be at least 

300 words. 

3. Create a travel brochure about the setting of your book.  

4. Write a news article about one of the important events in your book. Must be at least 300 

words. Make it look like a newspaper or web article. 

5. Write a poem about your book. Poem must be at least ten lines long. 

6. Make a movie pitch. Find actors and actresses that might play your characters and 

explain how they fit. Find filming location and other filming requirements. This must be 



 

in the form of a PowerPoint/Google Slides presentation and must be at least 10 slides 

long. 

7. Create a book trailer. The trailer must be at least two minutes long. 

8. Interview a character. Come up with ten questions yourself and answer those questions 

from the POV of your selected character. Write it in the form of an interview. 

9. Comic Strip/Picture book. Retell this story in the form of a comic or picture book. Must 

be at least 20 panels if a comic. Must be at least 15 pages if a picture book. 

10. Alternate Ending. Write an alternate ending for your book. Must be at least 500 words 

and include dialogue.  

11. Characters for Hire. Create a professional resume for at least three characters and give 

each character a job they are applying for.  

12. Get another creative project approved by Mr. Johnson. 

 

Please contact Mr. Johnson at jonathonjohnson@mcacademy.com with any questions. 

mailto:jonathonjohnson@mcacademy.com

