
English IV (Honors) 

2021-2022 

Next year I have the privilege of instructing you for English IV.  This document outlines some 

important things for the coming year, including capstone, buying your own books (if you 

choose), and your summer reading. 

CAPSTONE: 

It is the school’s goal that the reading and writing next year will reflect on your time at MCA 

and serve as the culmination of the ideas and learning you have experienced. 

As part of that, the senior capstone program will no longer be a separate class.  The research 

portion of the project will occur with Ms. Kiefer in Government and/or Economics.  I will be 

working with you to craft the written portion of your work, and together we will help guide 

you with your final project. 

BOOKS: 

This year we are encouraging all students at all grade levels to purchase their own copies of the 

books that we are going to read.  You do not have to do so, but it is a great thing to be able to 

notate, annotate, highlight, and even put post-it notes into a text.  It greatly improves your 

understanding and greatly helps you to engage with the story in a meaningful way.  I am often 

pleased in later years to go back to books I have annotated and see my remarks, to see where I 

am the same and where I have grown.  It sometimes reminds me of times, places, and, most 

importantly, people that are now gone forever. 

So, consider purchasing some or all of these titles for your own use next year. 

2021-2022 English IV Book list: 

The editions are important because it ensures the same pagination and, in some cases, 

translations, which can be critical for understanding.  Again, buying your own books is optional 

but highly encouraged.  The links below take you to Amazon, so you can see the books and 

research them.  I encourage you to buy from a local bookstore if you can.  Used copies also save 

on money, and you can find many cheaper high quality editions at abebooks.com, where they 

are sold by mom and pop used book stores and charities.  If you purchase from Amazon, don’t 

forget to use Amazon Smiles to help support MCA! 

With the exception of The Stranger and Fathers and Sons, for which you need to have the edition 

we use in class in order to have the correct translations, there are much nicer editions of our 

classic books.  If you want a book that will be treasured and can afford it, choose a good 

hardback edition with lovely illustrations, or, for academic work, I would recommend you pick 

up the Norton editions (new or used) of the other titles. 

 

 



The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

https://www.amazon.com/Adventures-Huckleberry-Puffin-Classics-2008-03-

06/dp/B01N1ET3H0/ref=sr_1_14?dchild=1&keywords=The+Adventures+of+Hucklebe

rry+Finn+%28Puffin+Classics%29+by+Mark+Twain&qid=1621021391&s=books&sr=1-

14 

The Stranger by Albert Camus 

https://www.amazon.com/Stranger-Albert-

Camus/dp/0679720200/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+stranger+camus&qid=16

21021175&s=books&sr=1-1 

Fathers and Sons by Ivan Turgenev 

https://www.amazon.com/Fathers-Penguin-Classics-Turgenev-2009-11-

24/dp/B019NRZRVC/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=fathers+and+sons+ivan+turgen

ev+penguin+classics&qid=1621021521&s=books&sr=1-2 

Dubliners by James Joyce 

https://www.amazon.com/Dubliners-Editions-May-01-1991-Paperback-

DUBLINERS/dp/B008KUGOZC/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=dubliners+dover+th

rift&qid=1621020977&s=books&sr=1-4 

The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare 

https://www.amazon.com/Merchant-Venice-2010-Oxford-

Shakespeare/dp/0198328672/ref=sr_1_9?crid=HJ2FT2IZQI9P&dchild=1&keywords=th

e+merchant+of+venice&qid=1621021626&s=books&sprefix=the+merchant+of%2Cstripb

ooks%2C186&sr=1-9 

Below is your summer reading assignment. 

Have a great break, 

Mr. Cook 

  



Summer Reading for 2021-2022 School Year 

Rising 12th Grade Summer Reading 

Brighton Rock by Graham Greene 

Various Editions and ISBN  

(2004 edition from Penguin Classics recommended, ISBN below) 

ISBN 10: 0099478471 

ISBN 13: 9780099478478 

Brighton Rock 

Brighton Rock by Graham Greene is, on the surface, a murder thriller and a novel about petty gangs 

fighting for control of illegal money-making schemes at a British sea-side resort town and 

amusement park during the Great Depression.  It centers on Pinkie and his gang of not very bright 

and not very nice hoodlums, who try to influence horse-race betting, stolen goods, and other small-

scale underworld get-rich schemes.  They soon collide with Ida, a woman who has come down to 

the sea-side looking for fun and causal romance, only to discover that a causal acquaintance of hers 

has been murdered.  In the midst of the contest between Ida to find the killer and Pinkie to build up 

his gang comes Rose.  Rose is an innocent and naive young girl who finds Pinkie glamorous and 

daring, a change from her dull and abusive life. 

That is on the surface.  Beneath the waters of a gritty crime novel is a meditation on heaven and hell, 

guilt and innocence, love and redemption, loyalty and sin, justice and fate. 

The novel is set at Brighton, UK during the mid-1930’s.  England has finally entered into the Great 

Depression.  The old and slightly decaying sea-side resort, once fashionable among the upper crust 

has now become the haunt of the middle and working class.  Here on the south coast of England, 

families and single people descend for days off and short vacations (holidays) to sun, swim, play 

mid-way games, go to horse races, eat in restaurants, and go to cinemas and open air concerts and 

ride carnival rides.  Novelty shops, pubs selling cheap food and alcohol, tea-shops, and hotels fill 

with people coming and going.  Among them are a permanent class of workers (waiters, waitresses, 

shop-keepers, barkeeps, ride operators) and petty criminals who feed on the margins to make quick 

cash and above them rival gangs who seek to control this illegal money and take it for themselves. 

The novel takes its name from “rock” a particular form of hard candy sold on the pier and in the 

shops.  Like a long, extra thick candy-cane, rock is sweet and comes in various colors and flavors, 

but in the center the name Brighton is printed on the inside core of the candy and is always visible 

no matter how much or how little of the rock has been eaten or broken off. 

There is a fair amount of British English and local and criminal class slang; you may need to 

occasionally look up some of those terms to make sure you understand what is happening in the 

novel. 



There are two film versions of the book (1948 and 2010); both are good films, especially the first, but 

both make major changes to adapt the novel to film, so much so that you should not watch them 

until after you’ve read the novel.  They will hamper your understanding of the book quite a bit.  

Once you’ve read the novel you can seek them out. 

Response: 

Typically, summer reading assignments include a book and a series of prepared essays and/or 

optional projects to complete before or during the first week of school.  Instead, this year there will 

be an in-class exam on the book, given the first full day you return to school.  There will also be a 

book review of 750-1250 words that reflects on one of the questions below, and that follows the 

instructions on how to write a book review.   

 The essay is due the first day of class, August 19th at the beginning of class regardless of any 

other activities planned for that day. 

 In the event that other events are planned by the administration for August 19, the exam will 

be moved to the first full period of class instead. 

 The exam will be multiple choice, fill in the blank, true and false, and short answer, short 

essay. 

 The test will be on the details of the book to demonstrate that you have completed the 

reading. 

As you read the book I want you to take note of the following ideas, themes, and patterns to help 

inform your review. 

1. Many have noted that the characters don’t “develop” in the way they do in some novels.  

Keep track of the four main characters and the ways they embody particular world views 

and ideas.  Be prepared to discuss them in relationship to each other. 

2. The setting of the book is presented in great detail.  What do you think Graham Greene is 

trying to do with the setting in relationship to the characters?  In what ways does the novel 

link ideas of heaven and hell to the setting? 

3. Look for dialogue that is particularly powerful, revealing about the characters, or related to 

the themes and ideas you see in the novel. 

4. How does the action of the novel reflect and expand on the themes and the “types” of 

characters we meet? 

How to write a “Book Review” 

First, you will be writing a critical review.  Not because you are “critical” or negative about the 

book, but because you are going to provide the reader with a clear idea about what the book is 

about in terms of its philosophy, themes, and artistic achievement. 

This is a classic novel; it is your teacher.  You do not have to like the book to appreciate it.  In 

fact, regardless of your opinion of the book, you can still learn from it, and your review should 

show me what you found in the book that demonstrates its superiority.  In other words, part of 

your task is to show me in your review what makes Brighton Rock a classic.  Avoid writing a 

review that says, “This book is a classic because…” 



In your opening paragraph, make sure you introduce to me a major theme that you think is 

critical to understanding the book and that you are going to make the focus of your review. 

Don’t tell me what you like or don’t like; highlight instead moments in the book that 

reflect on your thesis, and that would be important for someone to understand before they read 

the book.  You can use specifics moments, lines, and descriptions; in other words, scenes that 

relate directly to the theme but do so in a dramatic or literary manner.  You could discuss how 

this particular moment in the plot illustrates or supports your thesis, how this particular 

powerful description or vivid dialogue opens up the meaning of the book beyond just the plot. 

Avoid summarizing the novel.  You don’t need to tell me what the book is about in 

terms of outlining the action or giving me a synopsis of the plot.  Only tell me enough about the 

plot to make sure I know you have read the book, and that you can relate your thesis to the plot 

as needed. 

You can and should discuss the book in relationship to other novels of the time, or 

before or since, especially novels that may have a similar theme or setting or genre (crime, 

thriller, murder mystery).  You will need to look at the conventions and history of these genre 

briefly online if you are not familiar with them.  You will want to make reference to how 

Brighton Rock is like or unlike similar books.  You can relate to your reader how the novel plays 

with, rejects, or embraces the tropes and clichés of these works.  You can also speak about the 

historical time and place that is the setting of the novel.  You should also do some research on 

Graham Greene and his other works.  Some of that research should be reflected in how you 

approach the content of the novel, but it should not become a straight-jacket for you.  I am 

interested in what you see in the text of the story, but use the history of the author and the 

setting to act as a boundary or a safety-net for how far you can push your ideas.  In other words, 

you can’t argue that the book is calling for a vegan revolution and the embracing of the worship 

of red herrings and is a parable about modern computer cyber warfare. 

Finally, conclude your discussion of the book with a restatement (not a repeat) of your 

thesis and add some final interesting item to conclude your review. 

REVIEW INSTRUCTIONS AND RUBRIC 

 MLA Header and Title 

 Length should be between 750-1250 words 

 Typed with Times New Roman font, 12 points, no bolding or italicizing unless required within 

the text 

 1” margins on all sides 

 Double space 

 Complete sentences and paragraphs 

 You do not need to cite the book, but any direct quotes should include the page number only in 

parenthesis at the end of the sentence in which they last appear 

Rubric 

90-100%: A complete review includes all of the following: quotations, descriptions, and themes 

from the novel.  The review shows creativity, insight, and deep familiarity with the novel.  The review 



demonstrates that the writer spent considerable time, not only thinking about the book, but looking into 

the genre, the author, and the historical time period of the novel and its setting.  The review presents a 

clear thesis and uses supporting details throughout the review to justify it.  There is an interesting 

discussion of what might be an alternative understanding of the book with reasons for the rejection of 

this position.  The writing is smooth with beautiful transitions and a strong familiarity with rhetoric and 

is, above all, interesting to read.  The review is nearly free from errors of syntax, spelling, and grammar. 

80-89%  A complete review that includes at last two of the following: quotations, descriptions, 

and themes from the novel.  The review shows some creativity, some insight, and familiarity with the 

novel.  The review demonstrates that the writer spent some time, not only thinking about the book, but 

looking into the genre, the author, and the historical time period of the novel and its setting.  The review 

presents a clear thesis and uses some supporting details to justify it.  There is some discussion of what 

might be an alternative understanding of the book.  The writing is smooth with transitions and a 

familiarity with rhetoric and is interesting to read.  The review uses good writing and is free from errors 

of syntax, spelling, and grammar. 

70-79%  A mostly complete review that includes at least two of the following: quotations, 

descriptions, and themes from the novel.  The review shows some slight creativity, some slight insight, 

and a passing familiarity with the novel.  The review demonstrates that the writer spent limited time 

looking into the genre, the author, and the historical time period of the novel and its setting.  The review 

presents a clear thesis and uses limited supporting details to justify it.  The writing is smooth with 

transitions and a familiarity with rhetoric.  The review clearly needs additional work or revision and has 

considerable but not overwhelming errors of syntax, spelling, and grammar. 

60-69%  An incomplete review that includes at last two of the following: quotations, descriptions, 

and themes from the novel.  The review shows some no creativity, little insight, and a passing familiarity 

with the novel.  The review demonstrates that the writer spent very limited time looking into the genre, 

the author, and the historical time period of the novel and its setting.  The review presents an unclear 

thesis and uses few supporting details to justify it.  The writing is difficult to read, but shows a solid 

effort.  The review clearly needed additional work or revision and has considerable but suffers from 

considerable errors of syntax, spelling, and grammar. 

59% or below An incomplete review that includes fewer than two of the following: quotations, 

descriptions, and themes from the novel.  The review shows no creativity, no insight, and limited or no 

engagement with the novel.  The review ignores the genre, the author, and the historical time period of 

the novel and its setting.  The review lacks a thesis and merely summarizes the novel or presents 

assertions about it and its meaning.  The writing is difficult to read, and shows no reasonable effort was 

made to produce a quality response.  The review is in need of major revision and has considerable errors 

of syntax, spelling, and grammar. 

0%  The assignment is turned in late; this assignment will not be accepted late without an 

excused absence.  If you are absent on the due date, it will be due on the day you return to school.  

Students who enroll after July 20, 2021 will be excused from the assignment. 

0%  The assignment shows any sign of plagiarism, cheating, or copying from other sources: 

including, but not limited to – copying and pasting from online reviews, essays, articles, and resources, 

paraphrasing other work from other students, using Spark Notes, Grade Saver, Cliff Notes, etc.,  


